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right and left as you walk, and as for putting your hand
into a hole, you would be almost certain to receive a very
unwished-for and unpleasant shake to welcome you.!
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Here, for the first time, I consider that I have seen the In-
dians in their primitive state; for till now all that I had
fallen in with have been debased by intercourse with the
whites, and the use of spirituous liquors. The Winneba-
goes at Prairie du Chien were almost always in a state
of intoxication, as were the other tribes at Mackinaw,
and on the Lakes. The Winnebagoes are considered the
dirtiest race of Indians, and with the worst qualities: they
were formerly designated by the French, Puans, a term
sufficiently explanatory. When I was at Prairie du Chien,
a circumstance which had occurred there in the previous
winter was narrated to me. In many points of manners
and customs, the red men have a strong analogy with the
Jewish tribes; among others an eye for an eye, and a tooth
for a tooth, is most strictly adhered to. If an Indian of
one tribe is killed by an Indian of another, the murderer is
demanded, and must either be given up, or his life must be
taken by his own tribe; if nof, a feud between the two
nations would be the inevitable result. It appeared that
a young Menonnomie, in a drunken fray, had killed a Win-
nebago, and the culprit was demanded by the head men of
the Winnebago tribe. A council was held; and instead of
the Menonnomie, the chiefs of the tribe offered them whis-
key. The Winnebagoes could not resist the temptation;
and it was agreed that ten gallons of whiskey should be

1 Here, the author discourses upon the *‘squatting’’ customs, with
especial reference to the Galena region. He goes on to say thathe “remained -
a week at Prairie du Chien, and left my kind entertainers with regret; but
an opportunity offering of going up to St. Peters [St. Paul] in a steam-boat,
with General Atkinson, who was on a tour of inspection, 1 could not neglect
so favorable a chance.” He visited Fort Snelling, and describes the Falls
of St. Anthony, and then discusses the Sioux Indians thereabout. At
this point, we renew our extract from the Diary.— Ep.



